“Rondo,” a multi-media dance theater work is a trans-cultural collaboration between two cutting edge dance companies from two different parts of the globe; Leni-Basso Dance Company, one of Tokyo’s leading contemporary dance companies and Philadelphia’s internationally renowned Group Motion Multi-Media Dance Theater.  
This unique and highly anticipated collaboration extended over two years of artistic dialogue and exchange and one year of creating the piece.  Creation took place within three residencies; one residency at the Kumquat Dance Center in Philadelphia and two residencies at Montgomery County Community College in Blue Bell, Pennsylvania.  
Rondo is a multi media dance piece about making a dance.  It explores and expands the physical and energetic space between the dancers in the stage space.  The piece explores juxtaposing the three dimensional space or the dance and the two dimensional space of the live feed and pre-taped video projection.  In a larger sense it explores and expands the space of dance as it exists between the two cultures of Japan and the U.S. by synthesizing the dance language of the two companies. Both Group Motion and Leni Basso are internationally respected dance companies and are characterized by stunning use of video images, lighting elements, sound, and experimentation with space.  

Also on the program is “Cultures and Species,” Group Motion’s critically acclaimed multi-media dance work premiered at Philadelphia Live Arts Festival 2003 and then performed at Dance Selection 2003 in Tokyo.   The piece gives homage to the planet and its elements through dance, music and video.

The company will have a final rehearsal week here at the college before the Regional premiere.  Leni Basso’s stylized choreography and highly visual choreography as well as the consistent use of technology and multi-media elements have made the Company a leader in contemporary dance in Japan.  The highly technical aspect of their artistry will lend itself to our use of our IT resources, web-casting and Internet 2 streaming video capabilities.  

“Rondo” was co-commissioned and funded by Dance Advance, the Japan Foundation, the Japan/US Friendship Commission, Arts Midwest, Indiana University of Pennsylvania and Montgomery County Community College.     

